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Number of days 

November ________.___ 
December _____.______ 
January _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
February ____________. 
March ____.___________ 

remained until shaken off by the rapid vibrations of the 
wires or was blown off the trees by the wind. The layer 
of fog was shallow, often only 40 or 50 feet thick. On the 
streets visibility was restricted to 50 yards while, from 
the observation platform on the roof, Mt. McKinley, 160 
miles away, often wa3 visible. Ice in the river averaged 
43 inches thick on the 31st of January. It is interesting 
to note that Admiral Byrd, in his book "Little America" 
mentions but 2 months with mean temperatures lower 
than the January mean at Fairbanks. 

February began with mild weather and a low barometer. 
The maximum temperature of 28' occurred on the 8th and 
the minimum -49O on the 23d. A great high-pressure 
area extended over the interior of Alaska late in the 
month. On the 27th the barometer reached 31.09 inches 
and remained above 31 inches for 26 hours. The mini- 
mum temperature a t  this time was -45' and the masi- 
mum-22O. On 12 days the maximum was zero or lower 
and on 20 days the minimum was below zero. The aver- 
age temperature for the coldest 7-day period was - 18'. 
The mean for the month was -6.8' which is 6.9' below 
normal. Ice in the river averaged 53 inches in thickness 
a t  the close of the month. 

The cold wave which begun on February 18 continued 
over into March. The minimum temperature for the 
month, -35', occurred on the 1st. The mean for the 
month, 8.301 is 2' below normal. On the 14th the tem- 
perature rose above 32' for the first time since October 
23. The barometer fell to 28.97 inches on the 15th and 
the temperature went up to 45O. Sin days previous the 
barometer registered 30.8 inches. When the storm center 
arrived the temperature rose from -15' on the 14th to 
45' on the 15th. Ice in the river averaged 56.5 inches in 
thickness on the 13th of March, which is t8he greatest 
thickness ever recorded at  this station. The mean tem- 
peratures for the past 5 months had now been -8.7 and 
for the past 6 months, -2.4'. 

The minimum temperature for Bpril was -5' and the 
mean 32.1'. The hours of sunlight on the 1st amounted 
to 13.6 and on the 30th to 16.9. The snow now slid off 
the house tops and that on the ground began melting. 
The top layer of soil began thawing and pools of icy 
water covered the land. The last dogsled was seen on 

TWO GOOD BOOKS 
(1) The Drama of the Weather, by Sir Napier Shaw, Cam- 

bridge University Press, 1933. 
(2) A Short Course in Elementary Meteorology, Fourth 

edition (completely revised), by W. H. Pick, Lon- 
don: His Majesty's Stationery Office, 1933. 

(1) Naturally the publishers of Sir Napier Shaw's great 
4-volume Manual of Meteorology, written for the High 
Priests, were insistent that he produce something inspiring 
for the layman. That is why "The Drama of the Weath- 
er" came to be written, a fmely printed, beautifully illus- 
trated book cram-full of information with here and there 
a touch of delightful humor. And with all its world of 
facts there is in this book neither sin nor cosin from cover 
to cover, nor any other mathematical symbol or function 
whatsoever. What n, delight it is to the novice, and yet 
a store of knowledge on which even the longest initiated 
can draw with pleasure and profit. 
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the streets April 19 and this was also the date the first 
airplane had the sl& landing gear removed and began 
operating on wheels. Winter was over. Late in April 
the mosquitoes began to appear. Migratory birds were 
first observed on May 3. Pussy willows appeared and a 
few crocus and other flowers were observed May 1. The 
ice broke up in the Tanana River on May 8. Buds on 
tho deciduous trees began opening May 22, and the last 
heavy frost of spring occurred on June 9. 
Record of daily minimum temperatures during the 6 winter months of 

1932-3s 

---------- 
Totaldnys.- . .-- l  161 I 147 I 141 I 129 I 100 I 70 I 47 1 25 1 

3 1 1 

Comparative monthly temperatures f o r  Alaska and for selected stations 
in Canada and northern United States during the winter of 1939-33 

I November I December '1 January February 1 March I 

34.951 -10 23.642 -9 22.144 11 
42.888 0 38.160 9 37.8166-9 
37.863 -7 31.856 6 34.657 3 
44.788 14 39.688 20 42.668 14 
37.258 --I 28.867 16 36.756 -19 
25.745 -23 12.042-15 17.639 -33 
23.048-20 11.039-13 9.544-35 
31.6 54 -30 19.8 53 -21 21.6 59 -32 
34.5 66 -26 17.0 57 -23 20.4 48 -35 
32.2 43 -29 11.9 37 -7 19.2 37 -40 
39.351 0 2 2 . 3 4 4 - 6  20.255-21 
42.054 1 26.948 11 31.846-17 
17.5 41 -48 8 . 2  36 -44 7 .0  35 -52 
20.847-27 11.034,-29 6.234-33 
11.0 33 -32 -3.5 36 -38 -7.6 36 -40 

15.9 38 -31 2 .2  38 -38 -4.043 -40 
18.5 39 -34 2.7 33 -31 2.3 3'5 -42 
31.840 9 27.145 7 24.042 13 
6.0 39 -22 13.2 25 -36 -6.7 39 -2s 

-8.2 27 -47 -13.1 17 -60 -23.5 28 -49 

19.548 -622.4 24.6 
33.760 1135.7 37.6 
29.157 833.0 33.3 
38.474 2043.0 41.7 
26.269 635.4 32.9 
6.8 4 1  -13 24.0 17.2 
5.860 -825.8 15.1 

16.0 88 -16 35.0 24.8 
15.370 637.1 24.9 
10.261 O B . 4  20.4 
16.5 74 2243.3 28.3 
23.357 2340.2 32.8 
2 .9  45 -36 12.8 9.7 
6.7 42 -16 15.4 11.8 

-6.352--2811.6 1.0 

-1.7 44 -33 15.7 5 .6  
-1.9 48 -19 17.1 7.7 
28.649 932.6 28.8 
2.628-22 7 .2  4 .5  

-6.8 45 -35 8.3 -8.7 i 
ON METEOROLOGY 

(2) The second of these books is an old and honored 
friend from the Meteorological Office, London, grown a 
bit more portly from attending every new banquet worth 
while. On this fourth visit he tells us all he did before, 
concisely and accurately, and adds something besides, 
especially in regard to map construction and forecasting. 
One can see, too, that here he wise1 follows the biblical 
injunction: "Prove all things: hol i fas t  that which is 
good." 

Nor does this friend, either, puzzle us  with mathe- 
matical equations, save a few of the simplest thatLhe just 
has to use when talking about the upper air-that is 
another reason, in addition to reliability, why he is wel- 
come everywhere.-W. J.  H. 


